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	God said “ I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.” 
                 Genesis 9:11




Below are some activities children and youth can use at home.  They are all related to the Readings for Feb 21, 2021 

For Younger Children:  
	Video: Crossroads Kids Club » God’s Story: Noah



Children’s Sermon:  Noah: A rainbow of promises
Children's Sermons from Sermons 4 Kids | Object Lessons...   



 The next 6 pages are designed for younger children.
All pages are from sermons4kids.com




For Middle School and High School aged youth
The last 2 pages are a bible study based on the Gospel reading for the day.  

Video:  JESUS, (English), The Devil Tempts Jesus - YouTube









Group Activities 
CHASING A RAINBOW:ONE child will have a large cut out of a colorful rainbow from poster board. This will be a game of tag. Other children will run after the rainbow until someone tags the "rainbow" and then that child will hand the rainbow to the next child and continue to run and tag each other, as time allows.
RAINBOW DROPS:This will be played like "pin the tail on the donkey" but the teacher will use the same rainbow cut out as used in the first game of RAINBOW TAG.. and will place the rainbow on the wall. Children will be blindfolded and will take turns pinning a cut out rain DROP onto the rainbow. The teacher can give points for the raindrops pinned on each color -- such as the red could be 10 points, the blue could be 20 points, the yellow could be 5 points, etc.
RAINBOW ARCH HUNT:The teacher can have many curved and colored arches for a rainbow hidden around a designated area. The children can each go to hunt for one rainbow arch and bring it back to the classroom and tape together to form a rainbow. The child who finds a rainbow arch with today's Bible verse or words such as GOD IS FAITHFUL IN KEEPING HIS PROMISES, will receive a bonus treat and place that rainbow arch at the top of this rainbow.
RAINBOW HANDS:Children can trace and cut out 5 of their own hands and color each hand in a different bright color of magic marker or crayons. Then the children will tape the hands together in an arch formation and glue or tape to a piece of paper. Children can write words from today's lesson on their hand rainbow.
RAINBOW FINGER PAINTING:Give each child a piece of paper and some blobs of finger paint to form a rainbow picture. Use finger to write, PROMISES, or other words from today's lesson, on their finger painting artwork.
WEDDING RING:Let children weave a ring with plastic string or just take thin paper and wrap around child's finger and tape, after children have colored their ring paper or use colored construction paper. Remind children of the illustration of the wedding band and the reminder of a very special promise that was made.
ARK ANIMALS:After the teacher has told the story about Noah and the ark, children can be given small pieces of paper (2"x2") to draw animals on each paper. Provide children with an ark shape piece of construction paper to tape their animals to and let children tell the story again together, as the teacher asks questions about the story. Make sure children have several pieces of paper in order to make TWO of the same type of animal for each animal they draw.
ANIMAL FINGERPRINTS:Provide children with ink pads and construction paper. Children can make finger prints on an ark shaped piece of construction paper and then add head or legs or tails to their "animal prints". Write words from today's lesson on the animal page, to remind children to thank GOD for being so faithful to keep His promises.
SING A SONG:Arky, Arky; THE B-I-B-L-E 
RAINBOW COOKIES... the teacher can give children frosted cookies and let children share the little gel tubes of colored frosting to pass around and form a rainbow on each of their cookies. If time allows and there are enough cookies, children could decorate two or more and share the cookie as they also share the story today with someone else.
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Noah: Rainbow of Promise
Dot to Dot

Connect the dots and then color the picture.
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Noah: Rainbow of Promise

Word Search

The Rainbow of Promise

“Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, | will see it

and remember the everlasting covenant between God and

allliving creatures of every kind on the earth.” Genesis 9:16

The puzzle is based on Genesis 9:8-17
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Noah: The Rainbow of Promise
Decoder

The Rainbow of Promise

“Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, | wil see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living
creatures of every kind on the earth.” Genesis 9:16

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet. Subsitute the
correct letter for the numbers o reveal the coded words.
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The Rainbow of Promise

“Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds,

Twill see it

and remember the everlasting covenant God and
allliving creatures of every kind on the earth.” Genesis 9:16
Puzzle is based on Genesis 9:8-17
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First Sunday in Lent (B) - Mark 1:9-15
‘The Path of Discipleship: Jnio the Wilderness
Focus Question: What tempiations will you/ace thisweek?

word of life
“And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.” Mark 1:12 (NRSV)

Read Mark 1:9-15

Once more the Gospel of Mark keeps the story simple. There are not a lot of defails, adjectives
and adverbs. Hear the urgency of this story. Mark is proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God.

The voice at baptism s a clear one. The Holy Spirit descends on Jesus and God proclaims, “You
aremy Son, the Beloved, with you 1 am well pleased.” (Mark 1:11 NRSV) All scems well as
Jesus s launched into ministry and mission. The baptism of Jesus s a pinnacle experience. But
Jesus does not linger, pondering the moment and mingling with the crowd.

Instead the Spiritimmediately drives himinto the wildemess. The Greek word used asthe vabis
often used to describe expelling demons. The Spirit does not give Jesus a gentle nudge towards
the wildemess, but instead compels him out.

Many times we imagine God’s Spirit as comforting and encouraging. Itis a jolt to realize the
Spirit of God drives and pushes Jesus into a time of testing in the wildemess.
1. Why do you think the Spirit drives Jesus io experience a fime of testing?
2. Whatis the significance of the sequence of the bapism of Jesus followed by his time in
the wilderness?

There is an obvious connection between the forty days of Jesus in the wildemess and the freed
slaves who spent forty yearsin the wilderness following the exodus. For those freed from slavery
in Egypt, the forty yearsin the wildemess became formative and instrumental as they discovered
new meaning for their identity as God's people, chosen for purpose and blessing. It was a critical
time of being tested and shaped by God. Likewise, Jesus is also being formed and tested.

3. How might this experience in the wilderness have helped to shape the identity of Jesus?

Unlike the desaiptions of the temptation stories in Matthew and Luke, Mark does not elaborate
on the types or the precise mumber of temptations. It seems important enough to mention, but
Mark doesn’t spend time or energy on this story. Onward with the mission of Jesus!

4. Why do you believe Mark is so brief in his description?

5. How important is it for you to know the type of temptations Jesus faced?

Markis the only Gospel to mention angels waiting on Jesus. How precious for us to observe not
only the struggles and temptations of Jesus, but also the tendemess and care of the angels. Jesus
was not alone in the wildemess

6. Take a moment to imagine this scene. How might the angels have cared for him?

7. What might we learn from this passage?
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word among us
The pastor gathered with the confirmation class for the weekly lesson. Someone read the
temptation text from the Gospel of Mark. The pastar slowly asked, “Do you understand what a
temptation is? The class quickly nodded their heads. The pastor continued, “Are there
temptations at your school?” The class nodded their heads vigorously.

The pastor asked one more question. “What are some of the temptations at your school?”
Immediately, the class became quiet. All eyes looked dovnward. There was a stillness that
clouded the room. Dare the temptations even be mentioned? Would this discussion lead to
confession of times when temptations had not been resisted?

‘The pastor could orly imagine what temptations were so harible to shut down the group. What
tempts twelve and thirteen-year-olds? Slowly and after some urging, each began to talk about
real issues facing a middle-school student on  daily basis — drugs, mean-spiritedness, cheating,
Iying, cutting class, jealousy, clichés. There were those who urged classmates to actlike “big
shots” by putting others down. Others ried to parsuade their friends to stop studying and begin
failing classes. What did school really mafter? Peer pressure was intense.

‘The pastor listened to their stories, realizing more temptations waited each person in high school
and throughoutlife. It was not too carly to identify temptations and discern the ways to deal with
temptations, trusting in the Spirits guidance and protection.

1. What are your daily temptations?

2. re there more temptations facing any particular generation (or age group)?

3. For you personally, were there less or more tempiations when you were younger?

A surprising feature of this week s textis the Spirits rolein driving Jesusto the wildemess. Itis
the Spirit who sends Jesus to a time of temptation. Many times we understand the Spirit as a
comforter - not the one to stir us.

4. Describe a time when you felt the Spirit stirring and testing you

5. How have you grown spiritually through difficut times and testing?

The story of the temptation of Jesusis typically read in congregations on the first Sunday of Lent,
2 season lasting forty days. Hopefully, the forty days of Lent will provide you with an
‘opportunity for prayer andreflection. What draws you from God? Lentis a ime to change ways
and face a new direction, aligning with Christ

6. Toward what path of discipleship is the Spirit leading you?

7. How might you set aside Lent to become more meaningful?

Prayer
Mighty Spirit, lead us to the wildemess, but do notletus go. Help us leam through the times of
testing to follow Christ. Amen
Dig Deeper
Luke 4:1-13; Matthew 4:1-11
lastword

‘This week identify three temptations

and pray for Gods Spirit

tohelp you.

hip

Written by Tohn and Robin McCallonsh-Bade
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