Below are some activities children and youth can use at home.  They are all related to the Gospel reading for November 22nd

For Younger Children:  
	Video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWSkdx-XwWY&list=PL2BsRumMAl51zB3UKYtkoeakubKeBJrnv&index=33


Children’s Sermon:  Thanks Living
https://sermons4kids.com/thanks_living.htm
 


 The next 5 pages are designed for younger children.
All pages are from sermons4kids.com


For Middle School and High School aged youth
The last 2 pages are a bible study based on the Gospel reading for the day.  

Video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzvP0m2Nimk
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Group Activities
THANKS LIVING CHARADES:Divide the children into teams and let each team act out a charade of something they can do to help someone in need. The teacher should write some ideas on slips of paper that the children can draw out of a bag.
SNACK PACKS FOR OTHERS:Let the children put together some "snack packs" to give to some hungry people in their area. The teacher can provide zip lock bags, crackers, pudding cup, fruit cup and a juice pack or similar foods. Let the children walk around the table and make snack packs to be given out to the hungry.
A MOMENT OF THANKS CONTEST:Let the children volunteer to play against another player for one minute. Ring a bell or have some other signal to start. Each child will name as many things as they can think of for which they are thankful. There will need to be a score keeper/listener for each player. When one minute is up, see who has the most things for which they are thankful on their list. This can be done as teams as well, if teacher desires.
TIMED FOOD DRAWING:Give each child a piece of construction paper and markers or crayons. At the start of a timer, the children will draw as many kinds of food as they can think of that they enjoy eating. After one minute, the children will pass their papers to the child to their right. The teacher will set the timer again for one minute for the next child to draw the foods that they like to eat. Continue this activity as time allows. When the child's paper has made the complete cycle, each child will write FEED THE HUNGRY at the top or around the edges of their paper. Let children know that many children don't get to eat all of those things and they go hungry many days. Let children have a prayer time together for those hungry boys and girls.
LAUNDRY BASKET OF THANKS:Before class begins, the teacher will place items all around a designated area for the children to collect and place in a laundry basket. Suggested items might be canned foods, a mini vacuum, clothes, toys, stuffed pets, cleaning products. When all of the items have been found and placed in the laundry basket, the teacher can talk about each item and discuss ways that they might show their thanks to their parents. (Helping fix dinner, picking up their toys, helping clean house, raking leaves, keeping their room clean.)
THANKS ENVELOPE WALL HANGING:Give each child can an envelope that opens at the top of the narrow end. The children will decorate the envelope stickers and words from today's lesson written in bright colors. Attach the envelope to a piece of colorful poster board or construction paper to hang in their home. Give children blank strips of paper for each family members to write words of thanks written to another family member and place in the decorated envelope each day. These can be read at the end of the month together as a family!
THANKS COLLAGE:Let the children cut out pictures from magazines of people showing kindness to others. Glue the pictures onto a piece of construction paper to create a collage. Cutting out words that show kindness to others can also be added to the collage. Cutting out a different color of construction paper for strips that can be glued around the edges to form the picture collage border will add a special touch.
SING A SONG:Share His Love; Jesus Loves the Little Children
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Unto the Least of These

“The King will reply, ' tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers of mine, you did for me."* Matthew 25:40 (NIV)

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet. Substitute the correct
letter for the numbers to reveal the coded words.
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Unto the Least of These

"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for
me.’ " Matthew 25:40 (NIV)

Based on Matthew 25:31-46 (NIV)

ACROSS DOWN

1. A special chair used by akingor 2. To feel a desire or need for food
queen 3. To put food into the mouth,

6. The need or desire to drink chew it, and swallow it
something, especially water 4. To take in and swallow liquid

7. A man who rules a country through the mouth

8. Aplace where people are kept 5. To go to spend time with
as a punishment someone

EAT THIRSTY HUNGRY PRISON

VISIT KING THRONE DRINK
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Unto the Least of These

"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for
me.' " Matthew 25:40 (NIV)

Choose the word that best matches the definition.
Answers can be found in Matthew 25:31-46 (NIV)

1. Aspecial chair used by a king or queen
A.throne B.stool C.recliner D. high chair

2. Tofeel a desire or need for food
A thirsty B.tired C.full D.hungry

3. Togo to spend time with someone
A.vacation B.visit C.journey D.throne

4. Aplace where people are kept as a punishment
A.school B.church C.prison D.home

5. The need or desire to drink something, especially water
A.hungry B.thirsty C.sleepy D.tired

6. To put food into the mouth, chew it, and swallow it
Aeat B.drink C.hungry D.sleep

7. To take in and swallow liquid through the mouth
A.chew B.drink C.eat D. thirsty

8. Aman who rules a country
A.queen B.prince C.king D. princess




image6.png
ily ﬂixcipﬁuéi/}

Christ the King Sunday (A) — Matthew 25:31-46

‘The Challenge of Discipleship: Compassion
Focus Question: When in the previous week did someone extend compassion fo you?
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Read Matthew 25:3146

This text is often referred to as the Last Judgment, describing the end of time when the Son of
Man retums. Jesus uses the phrase “Son of Man” to describe himself sitting on the throne with
allthe angels at the time of judgment. Allnations gather before him.

The age-old questions about the second coming of Christ — when? and “what sign?” - are
answered in a surprising way: Christ comes now, in the “least.” The poor and the suffering are
signs of Christ’s presence.

1. How does Christ connect and identify with those in need?

Jesususes theimage ofa shepherd who divides the sheep fromthe goats. This would havebeana
commorly understood image. Sheep and goats mingle and graze together in the pastures during.
the day: but atnight, or when the sheep are to be sheared or the goats milked, they are separated.
‘The Great Shepherd is the shepherd for both the sheep and goats and knows them all.

ey e 4308 o8 ot serving, Thes dudnot act (o £ £ 60 6 sam Jeous Favor o 16 gam
theirsalvation. Rather,the faithfullived out their faith daily in the ordinary actions and serviceto
othersinneed. They are called “blessed” — the word Jesus uses i the Beatitudes to describe the
faithful disciple (Matthew 5:1-12). They have an arrifude of a servant, reaching out and caring.
for those in need with the heart of Jesus. They fulfl what Jesus described earlierin Matthew as
the great commandmert: to love God andto love the neighbor (Matthew 22:37-39). Followers of
Jesus of every time and place are to act with the same attitude of servanthaed and compassion.

‘This parable sheds light on the sins of omission — the things we are called to do that we fail to do.
Itis one thing to admit and confess our sins of commission, naming the wrongs we have done.
‘We canoftenteadily identify andname oursinful actions. But it is a more difficulttask to name
‘and identify those things we failed to do — those needs we did not even recognize. This passage
shakes us to our core. The world s big; the needs are great.

2. What are some sins of omission, those things left undone?

The parabe of the Lastfudgnent leads disctly in Matthes Gospe o the account of the
passon and death of Jsus.

S Ehat o cocs competion have i pasiage?
4. What is the surprise in this passage?
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word among us
Simall, seemingly insignificant and forgotten deeds done in everyday living are ifted up as
Service to Jesus himself. The sheep in the parable today were surprised — unaveare of the good
things they were doing. Their ministy hadbecome a naturalesponse to being a part of Chs's
‘family, a natural qufloning o ife, anintemalized fath andlifetyle - so much so that they were
unaviare of the good works they were doing as they shared God'slove.

Following Jesus means being an every-day disciple, not just one who shows up on Sundays.
Instead, the challenge of being a disciple is to live with eyes open, seeing Christin each person
‘and extending the love of Christ to each.

1. Ientify ways you could Iive out this passage and “do” for Christ

2. What attitude does Jesus wan us fo embrace as we encounter others with needs?

3. What does it feel like when someone extends compassion fo you?

4. Is it easier 1o give than to receive acts of kindness? Why so?

‘Whatneeds do you see around you? Look closely, for you just might be surprised at whom you
‘migat mest i your neighbor,in the poor in your community, in the imprisoned, the lonely, and
the hungry. 1t just might be the very face of Chist i your midst. Close your eyes and imagine
driving home from your congregation. As you imagine driving by buldings, and peaple, try to
identfy people who might have special needs. The challenge of the disciple is to extend
compassion today, tomomow; and then the next day.

5. Howmightyou getinvolved in helping others, especially the hungry, thirsty, naked, sick

‘and those imprisoned?
6. How might your congregation further help those in need?

Yet compassion is ot the orly challenge for disciples. Each day we, as disciples of Jesus,
struggle with forgiveness, grace, responsible iving, courage, love, stewardship and other issues.
Sin yanks atusto go our own way with no regard for anyone but ourselves. Thankfully, we have
other Christians to encourage, support, and challenge us. We have God's Word to ground us in
the teachings of Jesus. We have the Spirit to nudge and prod us.

7. How have the challenges of being a disciple of Jesus changed for you over the years?
S. Today, what is the greatest challenge for you as a disciple of Jesus?
9. What might help you face that challenge?

Prayer
O Chist, continue to teach us to be your discples. Forgive us when we seemm slow to leam.
Challenge us to growin your Word.
Dig Deeper
1lohn 4:7-12
last word
5% This week,
03.‘2,“ ‘each day, name your greatest challenge.
e 23 dsciple of it

Ask God tohelp youith that challenge.

‘Wiitn by Jokm d Rebin McCulough Be
Copyright & 200% Evangalica Luthean Chuech in Amesica.
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Unto the Least of These

“The King will reply, T tell you the truth, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for
me.' " Matthew 25:40 (NIV)

Based on Matthew 25:31-46 (NIV)
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