Below are some activities children and youth can use at home.  They are all related to the Gospel Reading for October 18th

For Younger Children:  
Video :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0EBNhsJiLU


	Children’s Sermon https://sermons4kids.com/#sotw  (Pharisees plot against Jesus) 




  

The next 5 pages are designed for younger children, but some of the activities may be appropriate for older children as well.  They are taken from Sermons4kids.com
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For Middle School and High School aged youth
The last 2 pages are a bible study for older children/youth based on the Gospel Lesson for the day.  

Here is a link for older youth to a video related to the Gospel Lesson and the Bible Study.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CLmcEZ54cmc






















Group Activities
QUESTION GAME: Have children form a circle. The teacher can begin the game by asking a children a question. Every child has to ask a question to answer the question. Then go on to the next child. Continue the questions with the "tricky questions" from the Bible lesson!
QUESTION RELAY: Children can form two teams if there are many children, or just one group of children to run to a basket and grab a question out of it and answer quickly and then run back to the team and tap the next team player to do the same, until all children have had a chance to answer a question!
"WHAT IS GOD'S" QUESTION GAME: Have children run to a box or basket, one at a time, and stand on a marked line and SHOUT out something that is GOD's! Run back to their team and the next child will run to the marked line and do the same. This will cause children to think about ALL the things that belong to GOD (the child, our parents, our pastor, house, plants, lakes and oceans, birds, animals, friends, our hearts, our money, our church, etc).
FALL 'QUESTION' SOUP: The teacher can have some warm FALL soup made for the class to enjoy or the teacher can have all the ingredients for the children to place into the pot to make the soup to enjoy at the end of class. Ask the children questions about what is IN the soup. Ex: what is long, thin and orange and is a vegetable (carrots); what is round and white and rhymes with tomato (potato); what is tiny and yellow and is sometimes used to make popcorn (corn kernels); what is something that we drink when we're thirsty (water); , etc for all the ingredients in the soup. This is a fun question game but warm and delicious at the end of class, as well!
QUESTION TRAY: Let children take turns being blindfolded and removing ONE item from a QUESTION tray. Then the teacher will ask -- what is it? When the child has guessed, it will be someone else's turn. If the child can NOT guess, then other children can ask them a QUESTION to help them guess! Ask children WHAT THE QUESTION WAS in our Bible story today. Ask children, "What is Caesar's and What is God's"?
COIN ART: Give each child enough pennies to glue in the shape of a question mark or to form the word - GOD! Children can write today's Bible verse on the paper or the question, What do we owe to God? We owe Him our ALL!
WHAT'S IN THE BOX CRAFT: Children can make a small trinket box made out of craft sticks. Make a single layer of craft sticks for the lid of the trinket box. Let children glue some leaves for FALL on the top if desired. Tell children to take the box home and collect coins that they find or earn and every week, they can say WHAT'S IN THE BOX? HOW MUCH MONEY DID I EARN TO GIVE TO JESUS? Children can write today's Bible verse on the box lid, or WHAT DO WE OWE TO GOD? WE OWE HIM OUR ALL!
AUTUMN PLACEMATS: Let children draw or collect outside leaves to place on their colored placemats. Write their own names and words from our lesson today - WHAT DO WE OWE GOD? WE OWE HIM OUR ALL! Cover the placemats with clear contact paper for children to take home and use to decorate their tables during the Fall season.
WHAT IS GOD'S?: The teacher can have very large question marks drawn in "block" style on colored sheets of construction paper, so that children can trace the question mark and then write INSIDE that question mark the things that belong to GOD! Title the page in bright markers, WHAT IS GOD'S? Tell children to write very small and to see how many things they can fit inside that question mark of things that belong to GOD! Make sure that children write their OWN name, or "ME" in the question mark in bright colors!
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“Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."
Matthew 22:21
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Paying Taxes to Caesar

Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what is
Caesar's, and to God what is God's." Matthew 22:21

Choose the word that best matches the definition.

_10.

A religious group who were strict followers of the law.
A. pharisees  B. republicans C. hypocrites D. democrats

The details of how something is going to be accomplished.
A taxes B.plans C.trap D.words

A situation from which it is difficult or impossible to escape.
A trap B.plans C.truth D.coin

Something that we speak or write.

A.taxes B.amazed C.words D.trap

Someone who gives instructions to students

A.teacher B.pharisees C.portrait D.Caesar

A statement that agrees with fact or reality.

A.plans B.words C.truth D.trap

To give someone money in return for something.

Atrap B.pay C.plans D.truth

Money paid to the government.
Atrap B.portrait C.Caesar D.taxes

What a person thinks about something.
Atrap B.opinion C.truth D.plans

A usually flat piece of metal used for money.
A.coin B.taxes C.words D.pay
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"Give to Caesar what is
Caesar’s, and to God what is God's." Matthew 22:21

Based on Matthew 22:15-22 (NIV)

Paying Taxes to Caesar
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Paying Taxes to Caesar

Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what is
Caesar's, and to God what is God's." Matthew 22:21

Based on Matthew 22:15-22 (NIV)
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ACROSS DOWN

2. Ausually flat piece of metal 1. A picture of a person -- usually
used for money. showing the face.

4. A statement that agrees with 3. The details of how something is
fact or reality. going to be accomplished.

6. To give someone money in 4. Money paid to the government.
retum for something. 5. Asituation from which itis

7. Areligious group who were difficult or impossible to escape.

strict followers of the law.
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Daily ﬂixcipﬁuéi/}

Sunday, October 16-22 (A) - Matthew 22:15-22
‘The Challenge of Discipleship: Citizenship
Focus Question: Vhat does it mean for youto bea Cristian citizen?

word ofTife
e hstor t b mpero e tins i v th empesrs, 0 God e hins it
)

Read Matthew 22:15-22
Itisn'tjust Jesus who had disciples. In this passage, we read about the disciples of the Pharisees,
the Jewish leaders of the day. Their disciples were committed to studying the “comect”
interpretation of the Torah and the Jewish way of ife. Itis these disciples who are used by the
‘Pharisees to entrap Jesus. Oddly, they are joined by the Herodians, supporters of the Roman-
endorsed Herod and the taxes.

1. Compare and conirast the disciples of the Pharisees and Jesus.

At first the interrogators appear sincere, flattering Jesus. Then, they question him about the law

‘and the payment of taxes to Rome, the non-Jewish occupier of their land. Answering “yes™ or

“no”is bound o get Jesus into trouble with someone. Jesus is aware of the malice i their heatts.
2. Why are the Pharisees irying to trap Jesus?

‘Nevertheless, Jesus offers a classic response: “Give to ulers the things which are the rulers. Give
to God the things that are Gods.” Jesus” answwer tums the tables on those who try to trap him.
‘Whatis not God's? As the Psalmist says, “The earth i the Lord's and everything within” (Psalm
24:1). Look around. Is this not God's world? Are not humans made in the image of God?
‘Wherever humans go, they are God's. This s true no matter the form of govemment.

God has created people to live within creation, allowing them to choose to form govemments,
bring good order to people, and help to provide basic needs. Sometimes these govemments are
niled by emperors, councils, o the people themselves. Govemments can be good or evil. A
‘govemmentisjudged from God's perspective and canbe an expression of gooduill forhumanity.
3. How might a government bring good?
4. How might a government bring discord?

‘When Jesus looks at the head depicted on the coin, he acknowiedges the govemment of the day.
His advice: gve the Emperor his coin. Jesus knows God's rule and throne far exceed
‘any human ruler. Jesus sees the bigger picture, but at the same time, he recognizes the here and
now. Itis a practical answer. For Jesus to suggest the peoplenot pay taxes would certainly have
‘provoked a riot and rebellion as people tried to usurp the Roman regime.

Thus, Jesus places the question back to theinterrogators. Eachis to decide the boundary between
God and the emperor’s reign. Jesus’ issue is not with the emperor. Instead, he sees the bigger
‘picture, nviting people to follow God. Itis God who deserves absolute allegiance.

5. What is the main message of this passage?

6. What vies for your allegiance?




image7.png
word among us
Finda coinin yourpocket orpurse. Examineit. Look atbothsides ofthe coin
1. Do Lincoln, effrson,o Washingion ownany of e coms”
2 Doyou?

Althoughthe faces on our coins today are different, the question asked of Jesus stll ings true. Do
we, as disciples of Jesus, needto pay taxes? If o, are all taxes justified? Why not withhold taxes
and give the same amount to the church? Is it OK to fudge on tax retums and give the
‘govemment less than the law requires?

3. Takeamoment to reflect on the questions in the above paragraph.

4. What other questions would you raise?

Jesus doesn't give an easy answer. I’ not a clear “yes” or “no”. Inno way does Jesus say all
taxes are right. Nor does Jesus say taxes are wrong Likewise, Jesus does not affim or condemn
‘govemment Instead, in 2 simple formula, Jesus reminds the interogators, and us as well to give
to God what is God's — whichis everything. This places any govemment as secondary to God's
Tule. Our primary allegiance i to God.

Jesus challenges us to view our govemment with God's eye. As disciples of Jesus, we fry to be
‘g00d, honest citizens who uphold laws, respecting the rights of others and working for justice for

Tftaxes arenot fair andbalanced for allthe citizens, then we, as Christians, work for change.
I's not an issue of wheeling and dealing for “my” money and “my” investments. It's all God's
anyway.

5. Make a st of the top ten things the government provides for you.

6. What is a helpful way to view faxes?

‘The dilemma of the modem-day disciples is to not get caught in the consumer cycle, forgetting.
Jesus in the process. It's all God's. Always has been. Alvays.willbe, We seek fo be good
stewards of our financial resources, generously giving for the work of God's reign. At the same
fime, we support our govemment as it works for peace and justice for all, but raise questions
when it does not.

7. Make a list o the top ten things God has given o you.

8. How do you respond to God's gifts given fo you?

9. Why js i so difficult o give fo God what is God's?

10. What is the greatest challenge in being a Christian citizen?

Prayer
G God,creat s gensrous hearts, ones overowing vith graiude o you Amen
Dig Decper
i

s last word
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IS This week, begin each day listing
N tenthings i your lte

fop which you can give thanksto God.
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