Below are some activities children and youth can use at home.  They are all related to the Gospel Reading for September 13th

For Younger Children:  
Video : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ED3fzkS-bhA
	



	Children’s Sermon 
https://sermons4kids.com/keep_on_forgiving.htm


  

The next 6 pages are designed for younger children, but some of the activities may be appropriate for older children as well.  


For Middle School and High School aged youth
The last 2 pages are a bible study for older children/youth based on the Gospel Lesson for the day.  

Here is a link for older youth to a video related to the Gospel Lesson and the Bible Study.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQMbTiczAoo
























Group Activities
"FORGIVENESS" SQUIGGLE CHART: Children can use neon markers to write or trace FORGIVENESS on their construction paper. Then draw or trace (for younger children) "squiggles" circles all around the big word FORGIVENESS. Children can then begin to color the little squiggle circles with various crayons, while trying to count to 7 (for younger children), or 70 for a little old child, or to 490 for the older children! The picture will be colorful and will remind them of their lesson today!
SOCCER BALL GAME: Have several soccer balls outside or in an open area. Let the children take turns kicking the soccer ball around the area and counting as high as they possibly can or even counting TOGETHER each time someone kicks the ball. This will lead into the lesson today and how many TIMES we should be FORGIVING
70 X 7 POPCORN MUNCHING: Let children each have a bowl and count out 70 pieces of popcorn from a big bowl , while talking about today's lesson and the 70 TIMES 7, to forgive someone! Children could be given 7 M& M's if desired too, etc.
RED CARD/YELLOW CARD FROLICK: The teacher or another leader can stand in front of the children who are lined up on the other side of the room against the wall or behind a line. When the leader holds up a YELLOW CARD, they can hop, skip, jump, crawl, toward the leader but as SOON AS the leaders hold up the RED card, the players must STOP and wait for the YELLOW CARD AGAIN. The teacher can tell the children what "action" they can do each time until the RED CARD is held up. Children will need to keep their EYES on the leader and the cards. If they don't see and STOP at the red card, they'll be OUT! Teacher can go faster and faster until many more children are OUT! Talk about forgiveness and then let ALL the children come back in the game and play it again, if time allows!
FORGIVE ACROSTIC: On a chalkboard or a long piece of banner paper, write FORGIVE and then let children go to the board and write a word to describe our lesson word FORGIVE today! Let children discuss the new word and how THEY can forgive someone!
FORGIVE FLOWERS: Children can be given paper and markers and colorful "buttons" for the middle of the flowers (to glue on). Encourage children draw large flowers and then write F-O-R-G-I-V-E in each of the petals, so each flower should have 7 petals so one letter will fit on each petal! Give children some chenille wire for the stems, if desired.
BIBLE VERSE FORGIVE HUNT: A large poster board can have the stem and leaves drawn for a flower to be formed by the children. They will hunt around the room or designated area for leaves of the big flower and each petal that they find will have a word or words from today's Bible verse on it. Then children will tape or glue the petals onto the large flower onto the poster board and try to read or memorize today's verse! Each child could be given an artificial flower if they can say the Bible verse or can say some words from the verse about forgiving each other 70 x 7!
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Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often
should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven

times?” Matthew 18:21 (NLT)

Match the words in the box with the correct definition.

The number of times Peter thought you
should forgive

To seek an answer to a question

A male who has the same parents as
another person

To excuse someone for an offense

To break one of God's commandments
One of Jesus' disciples

To reply to a question

The number of times Jesus said we
should forgive

SEVEN
PETER

ANSWER
SIN

FORGIVE SEVENTY-SEVEN
ASK BROTHER
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Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often
should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven
times?” Matthew 18:21 (NLT)

Look at the numbered clues, determine the correct
word, and write that word in the spiral puzzle. Each
numbered square will begin a new word.

1. A male who has the same 4. To break God's law
parents as another person 5. One of Jesus' disciples
2. The number equalto 4 +3 6. To seek an answer to a
3. To excuse someone for an question
offense
ASK SEVEN BROTHER

PETER SIN FORGIVE
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Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often
should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven
times?” Matthew 18:21 (NLT)

Based on Matthew 18:21-35 (NIV)
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Sunday, September 11-17 (A) - Matthew 18:21-35
The Challenge of Discipleship: Forgivenczz
Focus question: Vat place doss forgieness fuve i your ife and wiy?

wordoflife
“Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should  forgive? A
many.asseven tmes? Matthews 18:21 (NRSV)

Read Matthew 18:21-35.
The context of this passage is a series of teachings by Jesus to the disciples. Jesus has just taught
‘about relationships within the church, particularly when there has been vzongdoing. Peter jumps
in with an important question, “How often should I forgive?”

‘We can relate to Peter. Invariably he jumps to the heart of the matter—right or stong.

Specifically, Peter wants to know, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how
often should I forgive? Asmany.as seven times?., Peter does not address situations outside the
church. He wants to know within the church family. “When is enough—enough?” Peter
suggests sevenis more than sufficient. Sevenis the mumberof perfection, the mumber of days of
creation as described in Genesis 1

1. What response might Peter have expected from Jesus?

In his response, Jesus tums things upside down by choosing to focus on grace rather than
obligation. The questionis changed from “Howmany times do 1 iaveto forgive?” to “Now that I
‘am forgiven, howmany times am I free to forgive?” And that makes allthe difference. In other
‘2ds, “Peter, don't even fry to keep track of the mumber of times you forgive. You simply will
Tun out of fingers and toes to count.”

‘Specifically, Jesus says, “Not seven times but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.” Seventy-sevenis
Seven (the number associated with perfection) placed along side seven (perfection). Some
scholarsbelieve the words are intended to be seven times seventy—an even larger number. Any
way you look at i, the act of forgivenessis connected to perfection and the divine. We forgive
only by the grace of God.

2. How do you imagine Peter responded to the answer of Jesus?

Forgivenessis not a mathematical equation with rumbers to track. Rather, forgivingis giving the
‘@t of forgiveness as we have been given and received the gRt of forgiveness in Jesus.
3. How important did forgiveness become for Peter? Consider Peter’s actions during the
irial of Jesus (Matthew 26:69-75) and Peter’s encounter with the risen Christ (John 21).
4. What can we learn about forgiveness from Peter's Ife?

Left to our sinful selves, it is casy to count wounds, betrayals, and injustices done to us. Soon,
bittemess can consume us and destroy our spirt. Jesus shows anotherpath. He forgives Peter and
us, setting all of us free to forgive. In case of any uncertainty, Jesus tells a parable about the
mforgiving servant (Matthew 18:23-34). Once more, the point i clear; forgiven disciples of
Jesus are invited, commanded, and empowered to be forgiving people.

5. Why is Jesus so emphatic about forgiving ofher people?

6. Wiy does Jesus spend so much ime focusing on the fopic of forgiveness?
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word among us
Thi s diffcul text to be read in congregations i the USA during the week of September 11
with al the memories ofthat horifc day. Does Jesus intend Chistians o forgive the terorists?
How farreachingis forgiveness?
1. Does Jesus expact poopleto forgivethe terorists or ohers who commit horrile crimes?
2. Where does the Christian dven the line concerning frgivoness?

Onthe one hand. it would be easy to dismiss this passage by resticting the implications to church
‘members alone. After all, Peter qualified his question to Jesus. He didn't mention terorists,
malicious non-Christians, and others. Maybe forgiveness is just to be extended to other
Chrisians

On the other hand, we know that isn't true. The images of Jesus hanging on the cross, forgiving
those who killed him s well s the thief on the cross are etched i our memories. Jesus forgives
Jews and Gentiles, male and female, young and old. Jesus forgives fhem—and us.

3. What have you leamned in your own Iife about forgiveness?

Jesus doesntjust forgive us and draw a ine. Instead, Jesus extends forgiveness to us again and

again. He forgives us seventy-seven fimes and then, forgives us more. That mumber sevenry-

seven prods us. Itis perfection times perfection. How can we forgive, but by the grace of God?
4. What role has forgiveness played in your own faith journey?

Forgiveness is not easy, especially when it comes to the deep wounds of life. It might be done
quickly when someone steps on our toes or bumps into us in the hallway; but when we face
significant hurt, all good reason stops. We freeze in the trenches of resentrment, bittemess and
revenge. The only thing is—we lose. Our energy is zapped. Hatred andzesentment eat away at
joy and life-giving activities. Thus, we become victimized again. There is no 100m or energy to
follow Jesus Christ in mission and ministry.

5. What makes forgiving so difficuli?

Forgiveness doesnothappen with a snap of the fingers. Sometimesit takes a lfetime to forgive.
Forgetting is not proof that forgiveness has or hasn't occurred. We can leam from the past
wounds so they are not repeated. Yet, in forgiving, our life is changed. We are not the same.
Ourselationship with those we forgive, and with those who have forgiven us,is different.

One of the mast challenging things for disciples of Jesus Chistis not just to receive forgiveness
forourselves, but also to extend forgivenessto others. By the grace of God, disciples of Jesus are

forgiven and forgiving.
5. Who do you need to forgive? (Take a moment for silent prayer.)

Prayer
Forgving Chst, teachusto forgive. Amen
Dig Decper
Luke23:3234
i last word

o5 ‘This week, make a st ofpeople.

who arein need of your forgiveness.
‘Ask God to help you forgive them.
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"Help me to forgive others as you have forgiven me."




