Below are some activities children and youth can use at home.  They are all related to the Gospel Reading  for  August 2nd 

For Younger Children:  
Video : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCA4oivfSYk
This is a fun song about the lesson :
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCcp1N_CfN4
	



	Children’s Sermon 


Option 1: https://sermons4kids.com/feeding_5000.htm       (Feeding 5000) 
Option 2:  
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The next 6 pages are designed for younger children, but you might be able to play some of the games with older children as well.

For Middle School and High School aged youth
The last 2 pages are a bible study for older children/youth 

Here is a link for older youth, to videos related to the Gospel Lesson and the Bible Study.  The first video shows the story, the second is some explanations and thoughts on the story:   
https://www.bible.com/videos/25-jesus-feeds-the-5-000-from-jesus-film-project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRhcAM41ZsE



Group Activities for Scripture Reading:Matthew 14:13-21
BREAD AND FISH: Let the children pass around a homemade loaf of bread and each child can take a piece and place in a small sandwich bag that they have decorated with stickers. Then let the children each take a handful of "goldfish" crackers and talk about the lesson!
ROCK ART: Let each child pick out a smooth rock and paint it and write LITTLE IS MUCH WHEN GOD IS IN IT!
BUBBLES PLAY TIME:Give each child a small bottle of bubble blowing liquid and tell them to see how MUCH can come out of a very small bottle of bubbles. Tell children that ALL those bubbles can represent all the things that GOD can do when HE is in our lives!!
GROWING LUNCHES:Set up a table with a variety of items (raisins, fish crackers, M&M's, cookies, etc) and have children decorate a paper lunch bag with stickers and markers with LITTLE IS MUCH WHEN GOD IS IN IT, or FEEDING THE 5000. Let children make their "lunches" GROW by taking a little of each item on the table.
BASKET FILLING:Have the children to make small baskets out of a sheet of construction paper by folding in the sides and adding a handle. Let them fill their baskets with small items that the teacher provides. Encourage the children to put a few things in their baskets that they could share with someone else while telling today's story!
TIE DYE SHIRTS:Provide inexpensive t shirts that have been tie dyed. Let the children put cardboard between the 2 layers and use fabric markers to write LITTLE IS MUCH WHEN GOD IS IN IT.
BREAD AND FISH DRAWING:Give the children markers an paper to draw a large piece of bread and some fish and write LITTLE IS MUCH WHEN GOD IS IN IT. Write today's Bible verse on the piece of bread in the picture!
VISOR ART:Using some inexpensive visors you can get from a craft store, let the children write LITTLE IS MUCH WHEN GOD IS IN IT on them and wear their visors while telling people how Jesus fed the 5000, etc.
SUNDAY SUNDAES:Give each child a small bowl or an ice cream cone and supplies to BUILD a Sunday SUNDAE! Tell the children that they will start with a little and watch their ice cream GROW! This will make a FUN summer treat to enjoy!
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Activity: This week, as a family, seek out ways to serve the hungry
poor in your community. Ask your Pastor for resources. There is
always work to be done in God's Kingdom.

Family Table Prayer for Augu:
‘The air we breathe is precious
As are all people in Your sight
Make us one with each other
United in heart and mind. Amen.

August Memory Verse: How very good and pleasant it is when we
live together in unity! Psalm 133:1
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Help Jesus and the disciples find the way to the crowd.
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Jesus Feeds The Five Tousand

They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked

up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. @

Matthew 14:20 (NIV)
Based on Matthew 14:13-21 (NIV)
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JeSUS Feeds The Five Thousand

They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked
up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.
Matthew 14:20 (NIV) @
Choose the word that best matches the definition.

1. Pieces of bread shaped and baked in a single piece and sliced for

eating
A.loaves B.food C.fish D.five

2. Abasic food made from flour, water, and yeast mixed together and
baked

A.fish B.two C.loaves D.bread

3. An animal without legs that lives in water
A.turtle B.fish C.hippopotamus D. dinosaur

4. To cure someone of illness or disease; to make someone well again
A.xray B.feed C.loaves D.heal

5. To take food into your mouth, chew, and swallow it
A.drink B.sip C.eat D.heal

6. What we eat to give us energy and to help us grow strong bodies
A.food B.water C.candy D.pizza

7. The number that comes after four and before six
A.three B.five C.two D.seven

8. The number equal to one plus one
A.eleven B.five C.three D.two
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JesuS Feeds The Fiue Thousand

They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked
up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.
Matthew 14:20 (NIV)

Based on Matthew 14:13-21 (NIV)
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Sunday, July 31 — August 6 (A) — Matthew 14:13-21
Tips of Discipleship: Zve Compassion
Focus Question: ¥ en have you been moved by conpazsion to help somaone?

word of ife
e et aore, b 2 geea crods s b had compasion fo tem and cured
i ke N 14 RS

Read Matthew 14:13-21
Matthew 14 begins with the story of the gruesome death of John the Baptist, a cousin of Jesus.
‘Theheadof Johnis presented on a platterat Herod's birthday party. When Jesus hears this news,
he withdraws in a boat to a deserted place.

1. What impact might the news of the death of his cousin have on Jesus?

2. How much compassion did Herod extend 1o John the Baptist?

‘Somehow the crowds hear about the location of Jesus and interrupt his grief by findinghim. By
thetime he comes on shore, a great crowd has gathered. Note the reaction of Jesusto the crowd.
3. How does Jesus respond to the crowd?
4. How is Jesus able fo move from his own grief over the death of Joln and reach out in
compassion?

Jesus spends the day healing the sick and responding to the needs of the people. By evening,
people are getting hungry. The disciples realize the dilemma and want to send the people away to
buy their own food, but Jesus has a different solution. He wants the crowd to stay and the
disciples to feed them.

That idea must have sounded ke a crazy suggestion to his followers. The inventory of food
included five loaves and two fish. That wil not go farin a crowd of five thousand men plus
women and children.

5. At this poin, what might be going through the minds of the disciples?

6. How would you describe the compassion of Jesus?

“Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.” (Matthew
14:19NRSV) Jesus blessed the bread, broke it, and gave it away. Those actions say a lot about
the ways of Jesus. Onthat day. the crowd of thousands s satisfied. There are even leftovers.

‘The feeding of the thousands with bread and fishis a story of grace upon grace, when compassion
triumphs. This meal of grace is sparked and motivated by the love and compassion of Jesus.
‘Whata stark contrastto Herod's irthday feast where pleasure and jealousy rules, resulting in the
deathof aninnocent man. Yetbothstorieseside nextto each otherin Matthew 14:121. Wecan
leam much from Jesus and his response to his cousin’s death. Despite it all, Jesus remains
centeredinlove and compassion.

7. What surprises you the most from this story?

8. What in Jesus allows him to reach out to others with compassion?

9. How might Jesus reach out fo you in compassion?
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word among us
‘After Huricane Katrina and the breech o the leveesin New Orleans,people were leftsranded
onthetop ofhouses and businesses. Search and rescue teams were sent, bt the destucton was
massive with lmited esoutces and commurication. The human cries for help were deafering—
even though there were no microphones on those stzanded 00Rtops. Scenes of the devastation
have been etched in the mermores f any who watched television during the recovery effors

‘People throughout the country and world responded with heartfelt compassion, reaching out to
thoseinneed. At the time of Hurricane Katrina, the experts predicted a twenty-five yearrecovery
period. Years later, the story of response continues as people of compassion contintie to travel to
the New Orleans area to provide hope, skills, and love.

1. How long does it take to recover from trauma?

2. How might acts of compassion differ at the time of a disaster as opposed to years later?

Compassionis defined in Webster's dictionary as “sympathetic consciousness of others” distress
togethervith a desire o alleviateit” 1tis one thing to sympathize with someone. It is something.
elseto feel a desire to alleviate the suffering o distess. The word “compassion’” is composed of
the prefix “com” meaning “with” and pafi’ meaning “to bear” or “to suffer” as in the word
“patience’”. The Greek word reflects a deep wrenching movement from the depth of the bovels
In other words, Jesus responds to the suffering of peopl from the depth of his being.

3. Describe a time when you felt compassion extended o you.

4. What does it feellike 1o have someone alleviate your sffering?

5. What does iffeel like o have someone ignore your suffering?

Some people seem to be natural and gifted at detecting the needs of others. With or without
training, they seem to know how to respond and act on that knowledge. They ooze compassion.
In other cases, the pain of seeing someone in pain is too difficult to bear and immobilizes the
viewer. Yet in the same situation, other people remain unmoved and can not detect pain in
‘another human, evenifitis obvious.

6. Why do some people reach ot with acts of compassion while others don't?

7. What makes a person no longer able to see suffering and feel compassion?

Despite hearing the details of the homific death of John the Baptist, Jesus still was able to have
compassion for those in need. The times in which Jesus lived were not easy. Plus, people had
basicneeds. They became hungry or sick. Jesus not only saw their distress, but actedto alleviate
it

8. How might you more actively respond fo those in need?
9. How might you act to alleviate the suffering of someone this week?

Prayer

Jesus, we have so much to leam fom you. Remove the clutter from our hearts and fll us with
compassion. Help us to reach out to feed the hungry, heal the sick, care for those inneed, and
share yourlove. Amen

Dig Decper
Matthew 55°1.5
<
| 30
o last word
N7 ‘Take time tolook around you. Who might God be calling you

igreachvwith anact of compassion?
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9m Sunday after Pentecost

Hellooooo fiends! What's your favorite thing o eat? | love pancakes. | coud eat
pancakes for breakast, lunch, and dinner every day! When we eat pancakes, | usually
make enough for the three of us who are at home in my famiy, and usually, we have
one or two lftover. Guess who gels those? My dogs -they love pancakes tool

Backin Jesus' day, the food that was readly available was fish and loaves of
bread. Fsh, because the areas where Jesus traveled were mostly fishing towns and
bread...well bidical folks aways had bread! Our gospel lesson from Matthew this
moring taks about Jesus feeding FIVE THOUSAND PEOPLE with just FIVE fish and
TWO loaves of bead! Tha's like me making pancakes for my famiy, but being able to
feed my entire neighborhood! How can that be enough food?!! OH! And they had 12
baskets of food left over Impossible? Well, notfor Jesus.

Jesus performed a miracle by taking what was given to him by his disciples and
turing nto MORE than enough. Jesus can take what ltle we bring to him and make it
into something huge, we just have to be open to giving what we have o the Lord. Even
though you may be e, you have wonderful ifs to share with al of God's people and
the Lord wil make sure that ifs more than enough.

Provider God, you take our gifts and multply them for the good of creation. Help
us to be generous with all that you have given to us. Amen.




