Below are some activities children and youth can use at home.  They are all related to the Gospel Reading  for  July 12th 
 

Video for children:  (This also includes the story of the mustard seed) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nhuf9jKQMU




	




The  link below will take you to the children's sermon text for the day. 
			https://sermons4kids.com/parable_of_the_sower.htm









The next 6 pages are designed for younger children, but you might be able to play some of the games with older children as well.



The last 2 pages are a bible study for older children/youth 
Here is a link for older youth, to a video related to the Gospel Lesson and the Bible Study.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bXXKr6oiq8
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| Daily Discipleship

(A) — Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Tips of Discipleship: Bear Fruit
Focus Question: How has God's Word grown in your life and produced fiuit?

word of life

“Butas for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it,
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold. in another sixty, and in another
thirty.” Matthew 13:23 (NRSV)

Read Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The Bible s a rich library containing a variety of books written by different authors o a variety of
audiences at specific times in history. Poetry, letters. biography, and history are some of the
lierary styles interspersed among the stories of people trying to discern God’s ways and will.
Ultimately, the Bible is God’s story.

Matthew 13 provides an example of a literary style of story called parables. To become more
familiar with parables, read the seven parables found in Matthew 13. Often considered a simple
story told by Jesus, a parable can be complex without a single clear meaning. Some consider the
interpretation of a parable to be more like pecling an onion with its many layers.

The well-known parable of the seeds is the first parable found in Matthew 13. It is a realistic
portrayal of the possibility of God’s Word being sown, but not bearing fruit. The message of this
parable must have certainly seemed truc to the first followers of Jesus who already witnessed
both the rejection and aceeptance of God's Word spoken through Jesus.

1. What do you believe is the main point of the parable of the seeds?

2. Do you find parables helpful to you? Why or why not?

Inthe parable, the seed falls first on the womn path, but the seed does not penctrate the soil. No
wonder the seed is asily eaten by the birds. Later, Jesus explains that this seed is like the person
who hears God’s Word, but the Word does not enter the heart.
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Some seeds fall on rocky ground where there is not much soil, but the seeds are able to develop
shallow roots. Without the depth of soil, the sprouting seed dies quickly. Jesus compares this
seed to the person who hears the Word with enthusiasm and joy. but cannot withstand the heat of
difficulty or persecution. This might be a good description of a new Christian.

3. How does this parable help you understand people in their faith journey?

4. What does this parable have to say about a new Christian?

5. Why might a new Christian need to be supported?

Other sceds fall upon thorns (like a briar patch) and are choked. Jesus compares that seed to the
person who chases after the cares of the world and does not protect God’s Word in his or her life.
There isno good yield. The final example describes seeds sown on good soil. Finally, there is a
happy ending to the story. Sceds grow and bear fruit. But, Jesus adds an extra surprise ending.
The harvest is not slim pickings. but produces much bounty — even a hundredfold. Thanks be to
God!

6. Describe “good soil” for God's Word.

7. What might it mean for a Christian to bear a hundredfold fiuit?
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word among us
Julie loved to read fictional novels. If she found a good book, she would head to the patio and
stay for hours before she would move. Simply put. Julie loved a good story.

1. What makes a good story?

2. What makes Jesus a good storyteller?

The parable of the seedsis a good story which has been analyzed in depth by many scholars. It
can be read from a literary perspective, but it can also be read devotionally. Take a few minutes
to reflect on cach section of the parable.

Imagine a worn path you have walked. Perhaps it is a path in the woods. Or maybe the path is
from your childhood days as you took a shortcut to school or to your friend’s house. Imagine that
path on a hot day after weeks of no rain. Imagine someone leaving some seeds on the path.
Watch the birds quickly come and cat those seeds. Close your cyes and imagine that scene.

3. Describe atime whenyour heartfelt like awell-worn path and God could ot reach you.

Now imagine a new scene. This time imagine an arca with rocks and not much soil. Yet
somehow there is cnough soil for seeds to sprout. Imagine scorching sun killing off the small
plants. Close your eyes to imagine that scenc of rocks and difficulty.
4. Describe atime whenyour heartfelt like you didnot have much depth for God’s Word —
perhaps when you were a young Christian.

Now imagine thom bushes — even a thick briar patch. Imagine seeds trying to grow underneath
the thoms. You might need to imagine getting low to the ground in order to see the struggling
plants. Close your eyes to imagine such a scene.
5. Describe a time when you were caught up in the whirhwind of earthly pursuits — when
God'’s Word got choked out.
6. Isthere a time of life when the briar patch of earthly desires seems stronger? How so0?

One more time, imagine good, rich soil. Imagine the soil at carly morning with the dew on the
ground and a cool breeze blowing on your face. Imagine the touch of that soil. Close your eyes
and take a decp breath. Imagin.

7. Deseribe a time when you felt your heart was like good soil for God.

S, Whatdoes it feel like to be good soil for God’s Word to be planted, grow, and produce?




image11.png
Conclude by praying Handt Hanson’s song “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil.”
Lord, let my heart be good soil, gpen to the seed of your word.

Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard, break the stone away.

When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. Amen
Prayer
Lord, let my heart be good soil. Amen
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Pray cach day for your heart to be good soil.
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FLOWER POTS:

Let each child plant a small flower in a ceramic pot or Styrofoam cup and write or glue today's Bible verse on the side of the pot.

SEED ART:
Give the chidren many types of seeds and let them glue the seeds on a piece of colored construction paper to form "GOD'S WORD'! Remind the children that the
seeds in our story today represents GOD'S WORD!
"GOD'S WORD" Book:

Give the children paper and markers to draw and cut out a Bible shape and write GOD'S WORD on it to form the cover for @ book. They can then add pages with
pictures or words from today's lesson. Each page could have a SEED drawn or glued onto each and then draw a picture representing the type of soil that the "seed”
fellon (ex: rocky, weeds, good sol etc).

SOIL AND SEED WALK:

Give each child some seeds and take 2 WALK outside to place those seeds on the ‘types’ of soil that were discussed in the lesson. The children will NEVER forget this
story after taking the WALK!

SEED MARKER:

Let children make a colorful Bible book marker with | WILL HIDE GOD'S WORD IN MY HEART* and tape a seed to the book marker. Wit in colorful letters today's
Bible verse and try to memorize the verse before leaving class!

TISSUE PAPER FLOWERS:

Let the children fold a piece of tissue paper “accordion style" and then pull the tissue layers apart to form a flower and add a chenille wire for the stem. Let the
children 2dd a strip of paper to the stem with today's Bible verse OR attach a seed packet to the “tissue flower arrangement" and tape a copy of the Bible verse on
the packet.

SEED PLANTING:

Let the children plant some seeds and watch them grow in GOOD SOIL for the next few weeks! Take 2 picture of the children in front of their NEW pots first and then
a picture of the children in front of the pots of flowers after they have grown. Discuss how the seeds will grow in GOOD soilas in our Bible lesson today!
SEED DRAWINGS:

Let the children draw a few big flowers on a sheet of paper and then glue seeds in the middle of the flowers or to form an outiine around the flowers, Write today's
Bible verse o words from today's esson at the top of their drawings or in itle words on the stem and leaves of the SEED draving.

'WEED PICS:

The teacher can have real weeds of various types in class orjust pictures of weeds and flowers and let children try to guess if each item is @ WEED or  flower. Talk
about the WEEDS in our story and the effect they have on the SEED!

GARDEN STONE:

Give the children a large flat stone to write words from today's lesson, or i the teacher desires, a garden stone can be made out of a stepping stone mold and
painted. This might take two weeks of class time, but would be a treasure and keepsake for the child.
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DIRT CUP DESSERTS:

Decorate a small cup with words from the Bible lesson today. Let children put a small amount of chocolate pudding in the bottom and sprinkle it with crushed up.
cookies to look like the soilin today's lesson. Gummy Worms or sunflower seeds could be added to their snack!

Song: "Thy Word" by E. O. Sellers

Words and music (pdf)

MP3 Piano Accompaniment

Song: "The B-I-B-L-E" (Composer Unknown)

Words and music (pdf)

MP3 Piano Accompaniment

Song: "Thy Word Is Like a Garden, Lord" by Louis Spohr & Edwin Hodder

Words and music (pdf)

MP3 Piano Accompaniment
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